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all to be accounted for, he told me that the truth was, it
was owing to the dissensions in the French Cabinet, and the
determination of the King; and that it was the only mode
by which an entire rupture in the Cabinet could be avoided.
He said, however, that he would have preferred the rupture
rather than a violent difference of opinion ending in such a
measure.   (At least as I understood him, but I am not quite
clear as to his meaning on this point.)    I told him that
Palmerston would.see him, and would (or ought at least to)
speak to him in a very conciliatory tone; but that if he did
not do so, if he was wanting in any proper expression of the
sense of our Government of the conduct of that of France,,
and if he evinced any disposition to haggle and drive a
bargain, he was not to believe that he expressed the sen-
timents of the Cabinet, but merely gave utterance to his
own.   We agreed that at all events the road to peace was
still open, and could hardly be missed.  He said, it depended
on us, and only entreated that the communication we made
to the French Government might be full, cordial, and satis-
factory, giving them all the assurances they could require,
setting their minds at rest as to Egypt, and generally in a
tone as conciliatory and moderate as theirs to us.   He
earnestly deprecated the idea of any bargaining, and said
that if Palmerston hinted at such a thing with him he must
make his proposals directly to Paris, for he would listen to
none such here.   On the whole, he is well satisfied at the
prospect of the preservation of peace, but very much dis-
satisfied, and even disgusted, at the manner in which this
consummation is likely to be brought about; conscious and
ashamed of the false position in which the Government of
France is placed, probably by their own conduct from ihe
beginning, but certainly by their violent and declamatory
language, so full of invective and menace, their expensive
and ostentatious preparations, and now their tame (and if
it were possible they could be afraid), pusillanimous conclu-
sion.   He did not say a great deal, but what he did say was
with energy and strong feeling, and these I am certain are
his sentiments.